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“Leveraging an End to Homelessness”  

 
 
 
 
Goals & Strategies for Success 
     
 
 
 
The Point of Engagement 
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��� �  Clyde ��� �      
 
Clyde is a quiet gentlemen who listens. He has the charm 
and manner of his old South roots in Mississippi and is 
always ready to tell you of his many blessings.  
 
He won’t dwell on the accident that put him out of work,  
the divorce that broke him emotionally and financially,  
and how he almost lost his home. “I was one of the first  
Habitat for Humanity home owners.  I put 580 hours into  
building my home.”  
 

Living on Social Security, Clyde credits Legal Services of South Central Michigan  
and the United Way for helping him to keep his home and to help him, gradually,  
get out of the deep hole of debt that began with his medical care.  Clyde has been  
attending meetings of the Homeless Coalition and is very interested  
in the Plan to End Homelessness in Calhoun County.  
 
“I go and I don’t want to preach, but I am so honored to be able to be the voice of  
those people who can not help themselves.”  
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��� �  Alice & Hannah ��� �      
 

Alice doesn’t like to look back, but  
when she’s holding Hannah, her  
youngest child, it’s hard not to talk  
about how lucky she feels to have  
her at all.  
 
Hannah’s father was addicted to  
drugs, and he abused Alice. Eight 
months pregnant with Hannah, he 
threw Alice down the stairs.   
Hannah arrived nearly four weeks 
early at S.A.F.E. Place. “They 
saved my life, and hers,” says  
Alice.  
 
Alice has two children who are  
bi-racial, which has meant no help  
and severed relations with her parents and siblings who live in this  
community.  Her son, who is three, suffered a series of seizures after  
a virus put him into Bronson Hospital in Kalamazoo.  Since then, he  
has been diagnosed with a neurological disorder and “he seems to  
get so frustrated and so angry all the time,” says Alice, who worries  
about leaving him in any day care situation.  
 
Though she has been able to rent a small apartment, Alice still gains  
much of her strength and confidence from S.A.F.E Place and the  
people who continue to help her there.  
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lev·er·age ( l � v' � r- � j , )   

a compelling force; to transmit or magnify force  

through focused effort over time.  
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��� �  Donna ��� �      
 
Donna had a hard begin-
ning in life and now, more 
than 35 years on, it’s still 
a struggle. 
 
Her mother was killed by 
her father when Donna 
was two. She then lived 
with a Grandmother, who 
stepped in and then out of  
her life within a year.  After that it was a succession 
of foster care and group homes, substantiated allega-
tions of abuse and then Donna was on her own com-
pletely. She completed a tragic cycle in ensuing years 
by having four of her own children, who were later 
taken from her by the Courts. 
 
Donna works hard, but never seems to fit in.  Situa-
tions just don’t seem to work out for her.   Diagnosed 
with a personality disorder, Donna says the saving 
grace in her life recently has been the help she’s re-
ceived in therapy and medication at Summit Pointe. 
That all began when she was living in her car for  
nearly two years in Battle Creek. 
 
Despite graduating with a certificate in “Office 
Automation” - networking, fixing printers, faxes and 
copiers - in 2004, Donna’s life still hasn’t gotten 
fully on track. She says she prefers to live on her 
own, rather than in shelters.  An RV without electric-
ity or running water is Donna’s present home.  She’s 
been cutting and splitting wood in an attempt to earn 
income. 
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A set of SIX GOALS, along with Visions of the futur e, 
Current Realities and initial Strategies to reach t hose 
Goals spell out ways to change a system, and  
produce long term permanent solutions to  
homelessness in Calhoun County. 
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��� �  Ebony ��� �      
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��� �  Dyeanne ��� �  

 
Dyeanne’s story centers 
on her family, and on 
her life that, at one 
point, got away from 
her.      
 
Dyeanne’s  focus is 
often on a single night 
when her daughter’s 
allegations, and her 
own drinking, led to her 
three children  being taken away by authorities.  
That was in 2004. 
 
Since that time she has been working with the 
staff at Summit Pointe, she has her own one 
bedroom place and one of her children, who is 
sixteen and a hemophiliac, is back living with 
her. 
 
There is still a lot of work remaining in repair-
ing the relationship with her eighteen year-old 
daughter, who she worries about “almost all 
the time,” but life is getting better, and 
Dyeanne’s looking forward again. 
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